
by WALTER TOPP

A proposed change to the city’s 
zoning code to permit mixed-use 
developments in designated com-

mercial districts drew a standing-room 
crowd of more than 50 residents to Bay 
Village Council Chambers on 
Oct. 5.

City officials conducted 
the informational meeting to 
answer questions about Issue 
2, which will appear on the 
Nov. 2 ballot in Bay Village. The 
issue will ask voters to approve 
changes to the city’s zoning code 
to allow projects that combine 
commercial space and housing.

Jason Russell, of Concord 
Consulting who is working 
with the city on the proposal, 
explained that the proposed 
changes – referred to as an 
overlay – provide an option for 
current property owners and/or 

developers to create mixed-use projects 
that combine commercial and residen-
tial uses on the same parcel. Such devel-
opments, which are gaining in popularity 
in Ohio and elsewhere, are not permitted 
under Bay’s current zoning.

Russell said that the proposal – 

which has been discussed since 2019 – is 
intended to “create tools that will enable 
property owners to improve their spaces” 
and support the city’s "Stay in Bay" effort.

America’s retail industry is undergo-
ing wrenching changes, said Russell, as 
it adapts to the increasing popularity of 
online shopping; greater awareness of 
the social and environmental costs of 
sprawling, single-use development; and 
by Americans’ growing preference for 
nearby shopping and dining. 

by JENNIFER HARTZELL

There was an article in the New 
York Times last week titled “The 
Most Important Global Meet-

ing You’ve Probably Never Heard Of Is 
Now.” No, Catrin Einhorn, the reporter, 

was not referring to the climate summit 
that will be occurring later this month in 
Glasgow. She was referring to an inter-
national environmental meeting hap-
pening last week in China to problem 
solve the global crisis of a rapid collapse 
of species and systems.

Everyone has heard of the climate 
crisis and solving that problem is criti-
cal to our existence. However, the earth’s 
biodiversity crisis is equally important 
and a topic that receives far less atten-
tion. Brian O’Donnell, director of the 
Campaign for Nature, says focusing on 
only climate change and ignoring biodi-
versity loss is “(the) equivalent of having 
a flat tire and a dead battery in your car 
at the same time. You’re still stuck if you 
only fix one.”

As with all my columns, I’m going to 
try to break down this issue for you in a 
relatable way, and let you know how you 
as an individual can help!

Over the past century, urbaniza-
tion has occurred in the United States: 
54% of the land in the lower 48 states 
is made up of cities and suburbs, and 
41% is made up of agriculture. We, 
as humans, have taken over 95% of 
nature. Lawns and exotic ornamental 
plants have taken over ecologically 
productive land. Lawns cover over 40 
million acres in the United States, and 
over 3,400 species of alien plants have 
invaded 100 million acres, and that is 
expected to double in five years. Fur-
thermore, since 1990, we have lost at 
least 20 percent of the average amount 
of native species in most environments 
worldwide. Climate change also drives 
biodiversity loss. 
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Biodiversity: Critically 
important to our survival

An Eastern Phoebe at Huntington Reservation.
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by JANICE PATTERSON

Election Day is near – Tuesday, 
Nov. 2. Here’s a checklist for 
making sure you are ready to 

vote:
 It’s too late to register or to change 
your name and address, so put a 
reminder on your phone or calendar 
to do these tasks early in the new year.
 Decide whether you will vote by mail 
or in person.
 If you are going to vote by mail, apply 
for a ballot NOW. (Go to Cuyahoga 
County Board of Elections website for 
the application form: boe.cuyahoga-
county.gov. Fill out the form and mail 
it back right away.)
 Buy TWO 58-cent stamps: one to 
use to mail back your application and 
the other one to use to mail back your 
completed ballot.
 If you want to vote in person, decide 
whether you will vote at your local poll-
ing place on Election Day or whether 
you will vote early at the Board of Elec-
tions office, 2925 Euclid Ave., Cleveland.  
 Find the early voting schedule at the 
Cuyahoga County Board of Elections 
website: boe.cuyahogacounty.gov.
 Look up information about the 
candidates for school board and city 
council at vote411.org, the national 
voter information site of the League of 
Women Voters.
 Read candidate bios and answers 
to questions in the Oct. 5, 2021, issue 
of the Observer, available online at 
wbvobserver.com.
 Check to see if your mail-in ballot 
request has been received: VoteOhio.
gov/track.
 Complete your mail-in ballot, stamp 
it and put it in the mail. (It must be post-
marked no later than Nov. 1, the day 
BEFORE election day. )

                         Or
 Complete your mail-in ballot 
and deliver it to the Board of Elec-
tions drop box at 2925 Euclid Ave., 
Cleveland, no later than 7:30 p.m. 
on Election Day. (A near relative may 
deliver this to the Board of Elections 
office on your behalf, but the list of 
approved relatives does not include a 
cousin or a son- or daughter-in-law. 
See list at boe.cuyahogacounty.gov.) 

Checklist for 
Nov. 2 voting

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
THE GREEN REPORT

Proposed zoning changes 
spark discussion in Bay Village

Jason Russell of Concord Consulting, right, answers questions about Issue 2.
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Landscape that is human-dominat-
ed is not able to support functioning 
ecosystems. As a result, biodiversity (the 
variety of life in a habitat or ecosystem) 
has greatly suffered. All life depends 
on biodiversity, including humans and 
birds. Local birds would not survive 

without the insects that have evolved 
along with native plants. For example, 
native oak trees have been shown to 
host over 500 species of caterpillars; 
Ginkgo trees host only five. This is a sig-
nificant difference when it takes over 
6,000 caterpillars to raise one brood of 
chickadees. Song birds have been in 
decline since the 1960s, with 40% of 
them gone so far.

How can you, an individual living 
in the suburbs of Cleveland, help 
preserve biodiversity? The answer is 
actually quite simple, and if you do it, 
you will absolutely contribute to help-
ing the problem. All you have to do is 
plant native plants and trees on your 
property. Planting native plants gives 
local animals what they need to sur-
vive and produce. Every single animal 
gets their energy from plants or from 
something that eats plants. This is why 
insects are a vital component of the 
ecosystem.  Alien ornamental species 
support 29 times less biodiversity 

than native ornamentals. Even modest 
increases in native plants in suburbs 
significantly increase the number and 
species of breeding birds. Native plants 
also help you use less water, as their deep 
root systems increase the soil’s capacity 
to store water. Native plants significantly 
reduce water runoff and flooding. 

How do you know if a plant or tree is 
native? The Audubon Society has a handy 
native plant database on their website, 
audubon.org/native-plants. All you have 
to do is enter in your zip code and the 
plants and trees native to our area pop up. 
You can search by the type of plant, the 
type resource the plant provides, and the 
type of birds it attracts. Also, I have seen 
more and more “native plant” sections at 
gardening stores, such as Cahoon Nursery.

I hope, as you make landscaping 
decisions for your home, you will take this 
issue into consideration and choose only 
native plants. Your yard will look beauti-
ful, and the nature around us will love it 
even more. 
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In response, developers are look-
ing increasingly at rebuilding built-up 
areas like Bay Village with mixed-use 
developments.

Developers believe that combin-
ing retail, housing, restaurants, and 
offices in their projects can help revi-
talize communities by attracting new 
development, making more efficient 
use of land and infrastructure, increas-
ing affordable housing options, and 
promoting a sense of place.

By permitting property owners and 
developers to create mixed-use proj-
ects, the changes hopefully will make 
Bay more attractive to developers and 
investors, said Russell.

“Empty parking lots and vacant 
stores are not the legacy of Bay Village,” 
said Russell.

While mixed use structures fre-
quently feature ground floor retail with 
dwelling units above, that is not the 
only option, said Russell. Mixed uses 
might be vertical – apartments above 
stores – or horizontal, with a portion of 
the development comprised of homes 
while another portion includes com-
mercial space.

The proposed changes are part of 
the city’s "Stay in Bay" effort, which seeks, 
among other things, to create additional 
housing options in the city, while creat-
ing an attractive village center.

The zoning changes would apply 
to three of the four commercial districts 
in the city: the Bay Square Center and 
Heinen’s at Dover Center and Wolf; the 
commercial area around the intersec-
tions of Dover Center and West Oviatt, 
East Oviatt, and Knickerbocker; and 
Clague Parkway Plaza south of Reese 
Park. A fourth commercial area, at 
Columbia and Eaton Way, was not 
included because of the small size of 
the parcels, said Russell.

Russell and Mayor Paul Koomar 
both stated that no mixed-use proj-
ects have been proposed and that the 
potential zoning change is an attempt 
to provide additional future options for 
property owners and developers.

But several residents at the meet-
ing expressed concern that mixed use 

projects, if developed, might threaten 
the residential character of Bay Village, 
which is built almost entirely of single-
family homes. Other residents worried 
that by changing the zoning, future 
mixed-use projects could be approved 
by city officials without the need for 
residents to vote on the project, sur-
rendering residents’ ability to control 
future development in the city.

Noting that no mixed-use develop-
ments have actually been proposed, 
one resident called the change, “putting 
the cart before the horse.”

But city officials contend that such 
developments are less likely if the zoning 
is not changed to permit them. Develop-
ers who might want to build a mixed-
use project in Bay will be less inclined to 
pursue the project if they need to obtain 
a zoning change, said Russell. The delays 
inherent in the process and the chance 
that the change would not be approved 
could cause developers to look at other 
communities.

While some residents wondered 
about the effect increased commercial 
activity might have on traffic, sewer 
capacity, and safety services, Russell 
explained that those concerns could be 
addressed if and when property owners 
would submit actual proposals.

Planning Commission member 
Jeff Foster reminded attendees that the 
proposal on the ballot is not a plan, but 
is a set of rules that define what devel-
opers can and cannot do.

The city's Planning Commission 
and Architectural Board of Review will 
still need to approve development 
plans, if any are submitted, said Foster. 
The approval process does not change 
under the proposal. What the overlay 
provides, though, is more detailed 
guidelines for developers and Planning 
Commission members to use when 
proposing or evaluating projects. Use 
of the overlay – including mixed-use 
development – will be optional, said 
Foster. Property owners and developers 
may still propose projects under the 
current zoning code.

Detailed information about the 
proposed measure, including the 
proposed ordinance itself, maps, and 
frequently asked questions are posted 
on the city’s website, cityofbayvillage.
com. 

ZONING         
from front page    

CORRECTION: The Bay Village 
Voter Guide in the Oct. 5 issue had 
the wrong headings for the ward 
candidates. Lydia DeGeorge and 
Jim Strunk are running in Ward 2; 
Mike Greco and Gary Sharp are 
running in Ward 3.
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We are looking to welcome a Bus Driver into our 
RocketRocket  family for the 2021-2022 school year.
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Join our ROCKET family! Substitute educational aides, 
custodians, food service workers, childcare workers, and 

bus drivers. Contact Human Resources Director at 
440-617-7398, and apply at www.bayk12.org

DEMON DISPATCH

Westlake City Schools shine light 
on mental health efforts
by DR. SCOTT GOGGIN
Superintendent, Westlake City 
School District

In October, we recognize World 
Mental Health Day. This day is 
meant to raise awareness of the 

importance of mental health issues 
around the world and to mobilize 
efforts in support of mental health.

We’re so proud of our Westlake 
City School students and the work 
they do in class and in our com-
munity. We sometimes forget the 
importance of mental health and 
how that can have an effect on the 
student's growth and education.

We are also proud of the open-
ness with which people are now 
discussing these issues. It wasn’t 
that long ago that such topics were 
considered taboo. We are learn-
ing more and more about mental 
health, both how to recognize cer-
tain issues, and how to help those 
who are looking to improve this 
aspect of their health.

At Westlake City Schools, we 
take the mental health of our stu-
dents and staff very seriously, and 
we understand the importance of 
continuing to discuss how we can 
support these improvement efforts 
in ourselves and our peers.

In recent years, in response 

to the increasing social-emotional 
needs, the district has added 
mental health support services 
in each building through addi-
tional access to professionally 
trained counselors, specializing in 
mental health. The intent of these 
additional services is to improve 
conditions that ensure a healthy 
learning environment for students, 
staff and families.

At Westlake High School, 
Lee Burneson Middle School and 
Dover Intermediate School, we 
host a clinical counselor from 
Bellefaire JCB to provide consulta-
tion and preventative services for 
our students. At Westlake Elemen-
tary School, the district has added 
a contracted social worker. In addi-
tion to the school counselors, these 
services will provide additional 
levels of support to aid students 
in addressing their mental health, 
appropriate peer interactions and 
overall healthy functioning, both in 
individual and/or group settings.

As we continue with a suc-
cessful 2021-2022 school year, we 
must not forget the toll the last 
two years have had on students of 
all ages, having to transition from 
in-school learning to virtual learn-
ing and back to the classroom in a 
short period of time. Along with 

the usual stresses that come with 
going to school and growing into 
adults, the added anxiety associ-
ated with the pandemic, illness 
and loss has only made the focus 
on our students’ emotional well-
being even more important.

Each of our schools has an 
array of counseling services that 
are centered on bettering the well-
being of our students. However, 
we understand we are not in this 
fight alone. The district provides 
resources and opportunities for 
families to get involved as well. 
Connections with counselors, 
local services and resources cover-
ing topics from “behavior impacts 
from COVID-19 onto children” to 
“what to do if you are recognizing 
severe behavioral changes in your 
child” are all available to every 
family of Westlake City Schools.

We hope recognizing World 
Mental Health Day helps families 
talk about the issues that might be 
troubling their students. An open 
mind and an open heart can go a 
long way, especially in times like 
these. We want all our students to 
have the confidence, preparation 
and support available to them so 
they may be a positive influence 
on their peers, their families and 
our community. 

by DOROTHY RICHARDS

Get into the Hal-
loween spirit!  Join 
West Shore Unitar-

ian Universalist Church for 
the classic 1925 silent film 
"Phantom of the Opera," 
accompanied by Music 
Director David Blazer on 
the organ. You are invited to 
bring the kids in costume to 
enjoy this “scary” event on 
Halloween Sunday, Oct. 31. 
The movie will start  at 3:30 
p.m. so you will have time to get home and get ready for the 
little goblins to arrive!

This is a  film adaptation of Gaston Leroux's 1910 
novel “Le Fantôme de l'Opéra,” directed by Rupert Julian. 
The story follows the disfigured Phantom, played by Lon 
Chaney, as he causes havoc throughout the Paris Opera 
House. The destruction and bloodshed are all in the name 
of love, as The Phantom tries to win the heart of a young 
opera singer by making her a star. 

"I have always had a love for improvisation that led to 
me to accompany silent films," said Blazer. "Our audience 
will be treated to a preview of the sounds of our newly 
restored Holtkamp pipe organ during this great Halloween 
classic – a fantastic combination!”

This spooktacular event is free and open to the public 
and will be held in the church sanctuary located at 20401 Hill-
iard Blvd. in Rocky River. Due to church Covid 19 protocols, 
attendance is limited and masks are required to be worn in 
the building. To pre-register for this event, please call Sherry 
Bolger at 440-333-2255 or email sbolger@wsuuc.org. 

Phantom of the Opera comes 
to West Shore Unitarian 

Universalist Church

Lon Chaney starring in 
the classic 1925 silent film 
"Phantom of the Opera."
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WESTLAKE CITY COUNCIL

Re-Elect

Paid for by the O’Donnell for Council Committee, Ed Lowe, Treasurer,  
26475 Strawberry Lane Westlake Ohio 44145 

22 Years of Proven  
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Stewardship for Westlake and Ward 4  

Vote for Michael O'Donnell November 2nd and   
Continue our Success!

ODonnell4Westlake.com

VOTE! in the Nov. 2 
General Election 
Polls open 6:30 a.m.-7:30 p.m.
Take your ID. To verify your polling place, visit 
BOE.CuyahogaCounty.us.

Make Democracy Work! Join the League at LWVGreaterCleveland.org

by JEFF BING

As of this writing, the Browns 
have completed 29.4% of 
their season, so you know 

what that means, right?
Outside of my liking to do simple 

math, it means nothing, really.
All kidding aside, it’s time we 

looked at some of the concerns I 
have with the Browns after the first 
five games of the season (because 
this was written before they played 
game 6), in order of importance:

1. Defense (?): Alas, there was 
none. In the game against the Char-
gers, I’m not sure what Kevin Ste-
fanski trotted out in the second half 
against L.A., but it was not an NFL 
defense. Until game 5, I had never 
witnessed a second-year quar-
terback do a “hot-knife-through-
warm-butter” beat-down like the 
one that Chargers quarterback 
Justin Herbert laid on the Browns.

Yes, there were defensive inju-
ries, but that’s part of the game. For 
a team that’s supposed to be deeper 
in virtually every part of the roster, 
it’s more than a little disconcerting. 
When a team scores 42 points in a 
game, it should win. Period. End of 
conversation. (And please, please 
don’t even attempt the argument 
that the defense was dominant 
against the Bears and Vikings. 
Those teams have very question-
able offenses. A competent 8th-
grade junior varsity squad could 
hold those teams under 20 points).

2. Clock management: Much 
like the defense, clock management 
was nowhere to be found in the 4th 
quarter vs. the Chargers. I have to 
say I’m very disappointed in the 
apparent total absence of a plan in 
the Browns' final possession against 
the Chargers. Three dinky comple-
tions for something like a dozen 
yards when the Browns needed to 
go 80 yards for a score? Those three 
completions would have been 
better had they been intentionally 
dropped as incompletions.

Stefanski’s deer-in-the-
headlights clock mismanagement 

brought back memories of Hue 
Jackson’s glory days. In fact, I’ll 
venture to guess that after seeing 
that fiasco, Huey had a pretty good 
laugh.

3. Healthy Baker vs. injured 
Baker: When Baker Mayfield is not 
healthy, it’s usually painfully (pun 
intended) obvious. He was clearly 
not right against the Vikings, then 
went polar opposite against the 
Chargers. Mayfield is a gamer and 
wants to play whether he’s effective 
or not. Stefanski must know if his 
quarterback is a help or hindrance 
and then move accordingly. His 
refusal to yank Mayfield from the 
Vikings game nearly cost the Browns 
a victory.

4. Odell Beckham: In football, 
it is usually obvious when a quar-
terback and his receiver have that 
special chemistry necessary to be 
successful with each other. Baker 
has had it with Jarvis Landry for 
some time; the same can now be 
said now with Donovan Peoples-
Jones. It’s like they know each other 
so well they can anticipate what the 
other is going to do with uncanny 
regularity.

That has never been the case 
with Odell Beckham, unfortunately. 
Their plays always look forced, awk-
ward, and most importantly, inef-
fective. It’s time to move on before 
the seemingly endless stubborn-
ness to "make it work" between 
the two costs the Browns a crucial 
victory. Mayfield and Beckham are 
both very talented athletes, just not 
with each other. Stop the foolish-
ness now.

Speaking of Mayfield, he’s a 
good quarterback, but one who 
needs help from others to be suc-
cessful. It’s not a knock, because he 
is very good. But the reality is, he’s 
not a Joe Burrow, or any of the other 
big young quarterbacks in the NFL. 
Baker is not big; therefore, he’s more 
fragile than the Joe Burrows in the 
league.

He can get them to the Super 
Bowl, but not on his shoulders 
alone. 

Browns: Don't look back; 
they may be gaining on you

SPORTING VIEWS

A story by Haadi Nouman of Westlake, age 7, was selected for publication in Spider 
Magazine. In May, readers of the magazine were asked to submit an original story about 
moving. Haadi's story, "Debbie the Cat," appears in the Spider's Corner section of the 
October 2021 issue. 

Westlake youth has story published in children's magazine

 by KAREN UTHE SEMANCIK

Westerly Elementary School, a 
grades three and four building 
in the Bay Village City School 

District, has again been named a National 
Blue Ribbon School by the U.S. Department 
of Education for 2021. This is the second 
time in five years the 
school has received 
this national honor.

Westerly Elemen-
tary School is one of 
only 325 schools in 
the United States to 
receive the honor this 
year, as announced 
by U.S. Secretary of 
Education Dr. Miguel 
Cardona, and one of 
only 11 Ohio elemen-
tary schools. 

Westerly Elementary School is a mul-
tiple National Blue Ribbon awardee, 2015 
and 2021. It is unusual for schools to receive 
the honor more than once, and Westerly is 
receiving the distinction for the second time 
in the least amount of years possible – there 
must be five years in between each Blue Rib-
bon’s awarding. 

Westerly Elementary School is honored 
as an Exemplary High Performing School 
for being among Ohio’s highest performing 
schools as measured by state assessments or 
nationally normed tests. Student subgroup 
performance is also at the highest level.

"The entire Bay Village Schools learn-
ing community can be proud that Westerly 
Elementary School has been honored not 
once, but twice with this distinction,” said 
Interim Superintendent Char Shryock. "I’m 
especially excited for our team since this 
year’s recognition acknowledges their inno-
vative and collaborative approach to provid-
ing a high-quality, academic experience for 
students through a pandemic. Congratula-
tions to Westerly Principal Josie Sanfilippo 
and the entire Westerly faculty and staff for 

continuing the tradition of excellence, which 
is reflected in our students every day.” 

"What an honor it is to again be recog-
nized as a National Blue Ribbon School," 
said Josie Sanfilippo. "This award acknowl-
edges and validates the hard work by our 
amazing students, the dedication of our fac-
ulty and staff, and the continuous support 

of our families and community members in 
our efforts to strive for and attain exemplary 
achievement. Congratulations to our entire 
Westerly family!"

It is worth noting that Bay High School 
was named a National Blue Ribbon School 
in 2010.

The Department of Education will honor 
this year's National Blue Ribbon Schools at 
a recognition ceremony on Nov. 4 and 5 in 
National Harbor, Maryland. 

The National Blue Ribbon Schools 
Program, in its 39th year, honors public 
and private elementary, middle and high 
schools where students either achieve very 
high learning standards or are making nota-
ble improvements in closing the achieve-
ment gap. 

The Blue Ribbon award’s plaque affirms 
the hard work of students, educators, fami-
lies and communities in creating safe and 
welcoming schools where students master 
challenging content. The Blue Ribbon award 
flag gracing a school’s building is a widely 
recognized symbol of exemplary teaching 
and learning. 

Westerly named a 2021 
National Blue Ribbon School

Westerly Elementary School students during class.
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by CYNTHIA EAKIN

The Bay Village Histori-
cal Society presents 
the second install-

ment in its series about rare 
and extraordinary antiques 
on Sunday, Oct. 24, 2 p.m., at the 
Reuben Osborn Learning Center.

Learn about the Russian flintlock pistol and how it saved Russia from defeat during the French invasion led 
by Napoleon Bonaparte in 1812. The porch talk will be conducted by Kevin Killeen and Dean Brennan. Guests 
will be able to see and hold the pistol and learn more about its history.

Admission is free and open to the public. Attendees are asked to bring their own lawn chair. The Reuben 
Osborn Learning Center is located at the intersection of Lake Road and Cahoon Road in Bay Village. 

by DIANE FRYE

Global Volunteer Month (GVM) is 
held annually for UPS employ-
ees to come together to cel-

ebrate the spirit of volunteerism and 
to deliver impact where it matters most 
– in local communities.

UPS employees who had contribut-
ed community service hours to nonprof-
it agencies during the month of October 
were asked to log their volunteer hours 
into a website. Ten employees nation-
wide were then randomly selected to 
receive a contribution to the nonprofit 

agency where they had volunteered. 
Thanks to Christopher Burroughs-
Heineman, Village Project received a 
$10,000 grant to be used toward volun-
teer initiatives and/or general program 
support. Chris has worked for UPS as a 
driver since fall of 2014.

Chris is an invaluable volunteer 
with the Village Project. He has vol-
unteered in the Project Shoppe since 
April 2019 and has logged more than 
200 volunteer hours so far. Chris started 
volunteering with VP because his sister 
did, and he quickly found that he very 
much likes all the people who work and 

volunteer there.
"The Village Project mission really 

speaks to me,” shared Mr. Burroughs-
Heineman. “It’s my way of giving back 
to an organization that does so much 
for others and I always feel welcome and 
part of such a good group of people who 
care so much about others.”

 "Chris is a true depiction of what 
Village Project strives to portray each 
day," said a grateful Meredith LaVec-
chia, Executive Director of Village 
Project. "He understands our mission 
and the importance of what we provide 
to our clients when they are facing a 
cancer diagnosis. We are honored Chris 
chose Village Project to be the recipient 
of this award and are so thankful to him 
and the UPS Foundation for recogniz-
ing the importance of volunteerism in 
the community.” 

Village Project receives a $10,000 
UPS grant thanks to volunteer

Our Pledge:Our Pledge: To Serve Our Schools and  To Serve Our Schools and 
Community by Listening and LearningCommunity by Listening and Learning

“With two daughters enrolled in the district, I have a vested interest in 
maintaining safe, exceptional schools. Let’s work together to  
ensure our schools continue to provide excellence for all.”   
- Scott Schulz

“I believe this community brings out the best in us. I want to 
give back to the schools because of the transformative  

impact these schools have had on my children.” - Andrey Stojic

Priority 1: Maintain Our District’s Educational Foundation
We will reaffirm the district’s authority to continue safe in-person learning, the autonomy 
of our teachers to do what they do best as educators, and a commitment to helping every 
student become their best selves.

Priority 3: Bring Our Community Together
We will enhance communication, transparency and opportunities for engagement, helping 
every parent and member of the Bay community work together to meet the challenges of 
today while preparing for the opportunities of tomorrow. 

In the last few years, our district has added language programs, expanded gifted education 
programs, and invested in increased mental health services. We will continue to provide the 
programs, services and facilities our students need to thrive. 

Priority 2: Leverage Our Strategic Plan to Build for the Future

     www.ScottSchulzforBaySchools.com         www.AndreyStojicforBaySchoolBoard.com  
             

PAID FOR BY SCOTT SCHULZ FOR BAY SCHOOLS 

Together, we will serve our students by upholding  
the values that make Bay Schools exceptional:  

community, respect, safety and excellence for all.

ELECTION DAY 
IS

NOVEMBER 2

Scott Schulz, PhD 
www.ScottSchulzforBaySchools.com

             Andrey Stojic, MD, PhD
AndreyStojicforBaySchoolBoard.com

Village Project volunteer Chris 
Burroughs-Heineman is responsible 
for a grant made to the organization 
courtesy of his employer, UPS.

Series on rare antiques continues with Oct. 24 porch talk
BAY VILLAGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Russian flintlock pistol

A painting depicts a Russian officer 
using a flintlock pistol.
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by AMANDA SEBROSKY

Discarded fishing line 
poses a danger to 
humans, machinery, 

pets and wildlife.
Results can be deadly if 

your dog or cat happens to eat 
an animal that is tangled in 
fishing line or has ingested it, 
particularly if a hook is still 
attached. Humans can step 
on hooks, requiring surgical 
removal. Weed-wackers can 
require unnecessary mainte-
nance if the line tangles the 
rotor and boats can suffer 
damage if old fishing line is 
caught between the propellers.

Wildlife, however, bears the brunt of 
fishing line that has been irresponsibly 
discarded. According to Coastal Breeze 
News, fishing line filaments, with or 
without hooks, that have been discarded 
along our beaches and waterways are 
the leading cause of wildlife entangle-
ment. Furthermore, Audubon estimates 
that one million shorebirds die every 
year as a result of marine debris with 
over 300,000 of those deaths attributed 
to discarded fishing lines and hooks.

Discarded lines are dangerous to 
wildlife in many ways. Lines wrapped 
around a tree limb can trap a bird like 
a snare. Lines that have been used in 
nesting can trap a fledgling if the line 
gets wound around a leg or wing. Entan-
glement in lines can lead to choking or 
cut-off circulation causing a limb to die 
and rot away. Animals that eat line can 

eventually starve to death. Hooks can 
lacerate throats or beaks.

Each one of us has a part to play in 
protecting ourselves, our wildlife and 
our pets from the dangers of improperly 
discarded fishing line.

Here are suggestions from the "Save 
Coastal Wildlife" group of simple things 
that you can do to help:
• Recycle fishing line where possible. 

Some tackle shops will recycle fish-
ing line.

• If you can't recycle personally, place 
all unwanted line in a Monofilament 
Line Recycling Bin.

• If no recycling bins are available, 
always cut fishing line into pieces less 
than 6 inches long (preferably 1-inch). 
Dispose of it, along with hooks and 
tackle, in appropriate covered con-
tainers so it does not blow away or 
become a risk to wildlife.

• Volunteer your time to clean up fish-
ing line debris at local beaches.

• Support the use of biodegradable fish-
ing line that does not have an indefi-
nite life span in the environment.

• Always check gear and terminal 
tackle. Inspect your gear often to 
avoid unwanted breaks. Even small 
amounts of gear in the water can be 
harmful to wildlife in entangled or 
ingested.

• Reuse old fishing line. Tired of a neck-
lace always breaking? Restring it with 
fishing line. Fishing line is very strong.

Additionally, Coastal Breeze News 
has these suggestions for helping wildlife:
• Cast away from birds and shoreline 

vegetation.
• Use barbless fishing hooks, artificial 

lures and weighted fishing lines.
• Do not leave fishing poles unattended 

with bait dangling from the hook.

The bottom line is that you should 
always discard fishing line in appropri-
ate containers and pick up any discard-
ed fishing line you see. Encourage your 
city and parks to install collection bins 
for fishing line. Just as award-winning 
Cleveland Metroparks has done, Bay Vil-
lage Service Department will be imple-
menting this program in Walker Park 
starting the next fishing season. 

If you find an animal that is tangled 
in fishing line or is hooked, DO NOT 
attempt to remove it yourself. Imme-
diately take the animal to the nearest 
rehabilitation facility such as Lake Erie 
Nature & Science Center in Bay Village.

The wildlife you save will enrich our 
world and be there for all of us to enjoy.

If you want to build your own 
monofilament recycling container to 
hang, see the video at boatus.org, under 
Clean Boating. 

ADVERTISE FOR THE HOLIDAYS
Promote your business or holiday event in a special 

advertising section in the Nov. & Dec. Observer issues.
Contact us at 440-409-0014 or 

staff@wbvobserver.com for special rates.

PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2021WBVO

DRIVERS NEEDED 
Graceful Living Medical Transportation. We are growing! 

Transport clients to and from medical appointments. Must have a valid driver’s license, good driving 
record, and reliable transportation to our Westlake office. No CDL or prior experience required.
We will pay or reimburse necessary classes and training. All potential hires get a drug/alcohol 

screening and criminal background check. The ideal candidate will be able to work some Saturdays. 
Hours are somewhat irregular, with start and end times changing from day to day. 

Avg. shift is 8h or longer. Part-time and full-time candidates will be considered. 

CALL OR EMAIL TODAY: 440-899-2617; gracefullivingllc@yahoo.com

Helping kids bond      
with their grandparents
by TERI SULLIVAN

Although Grandparents Day 
was Sept. 9, smart parents 
regularly celebrate the vital 

role that grandparents play in their 
family’s life every day.

Susan Bosak, the author of 
“How to Build the Grandma Con-
nection,” says that children who 
have strong ties with involved, 
caring grandparents develop higher 
self-esteem, and better emotional 
and social skills, including an ability 
to withstand peer pressure.

So, if you’re looking for a fun 
bonding activity for your grand-
child, look no further. The West 

Shore YMCA and Sunrise Senior 
living are collaborating to bring on 
the fun. It’s all treats  and no tricks 
at this sticky-sweet dessert party. In 
this hands-on cooking class, your 
kiddo will have fun making apple 
pies and caramel apples!

Join us on Friday, Oct. 29, 
4:30-6:30 p.m., for a Dip-Your-Own 
Caramel Apple Bar and Make/Take 
Apple Pie. The event will also fea-
ture awesome Halloween music 
and a costume contest for all ages! 
Cost is $1 per person. For children 
age 5 and older. Pre-registration 
required at 440-871-6885.

West Shore YMCA is located at 
1575 Columbia Road in Westlake. 

SENIOR LIVING

Audrey and Rowan Maurer visit the annual Halloween display of homemade 
superheroes and other characters on Sperry's Forge Trail in Westlake, which also 
features a flying Superman and Ironman. New this year is The Flash.

Halloween characters

PH
O

TO
 B

Y
 M

EL
 M

A
U

R
ER

Dangers of improperly discarded fishing line
LAKE SHORE NATURE & ENVIRONMENT
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Herring gull with a hook through its foot. Herring gull with hook through its bill.
A mallard with fishing line cutting 
off circulation to the leg.
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by TAK SATO

As promised, this week's column 
gives you more information 
on the brand new Windows 11 

operating system that became officially 
available on Oct. 5 to many, but not all, 
PC users whose computer hardware 
meets the prerequisites. I use the word 
"many" as it has become a common 
industry practice to release new oper-
ating systems to users in waves rather 
than everyone eligible at once. 

First, a recap:
• Microsoft will support computers 

running Windows 8.1 until Jan. 10, 
2023, and until Oct. 14, 2025, for 
computers running Windows 10.

• As you may have realized, your 
computer running Windows 8.1 or 
Windows 10 did not cease to work 
when Windows 11 became available 
a couple weeks ago.

• When Microsoft ends support – i.e. 
stops providing monthly security 
updates – any unsupported version 

of Windows will still continue to work 
but it is strongly recommended that 
you move to a supported operating 
system version before that happens 
to minimize the risk of being victim-
ized.

To prioritize "security," most 
importantly to keep your data private 
and safe, one of Microsoft's prerequi-
sites for Windows 11 is the existence of 
a  hardware component, i.e. a "chip" 
that is on the motherboard, called TPM 
2.0 that is responsible for security relat-
ed functions. The other prerequisite is 
for your computer's processor (Cen-
tral Processing Unit or "CPU") to be on 
Microsoft's list of approved processors.

Usually I have a rule of thumb for 
everything technology. However, a rule 
of thumb as to how young a computer 
should be to be able to be upgraded to 
Windows 11 is challenging due to the 
above prerequisites. Thankfully, there's 
an easier solution and you don't have 
to be a geek. Just let Microsoft tell you 
whether your computer cuts the mus-
tard or not!

Assuming your computer is con-
nected to the internet, visit microsoft.
com/en-us/windows/windows-11, 
scroll all the way down until you find 
the dark gray box with the blue click-
able words "download this version of 
PC Health Check app."

Run the installation file the above 
link downloaded and when the PC 
Health Check application opens, you 
will see a rectangular blue button with 
white writing that says "Check Now" 
toward the top. Clicking that button will 
check your computer. It will tell you 
with a checkmark in a green-filled, "x" 
with a red-filled, or an "!" in a yellow-

flled circle as to whether your computer 
meets these prerequisites. My work-
horse laptop, procured in 2016, unfor-
tunately doesn't cut the mustard as you 
can see in the picture, so this workhorse 
will continue to run Windows 10. I'm 
perfectly fine with that.

We will continue to update you in 
future columns. 

FRIENDS’ PREVIEW NIGHT
Wednesday, Oct. 20, 4 p.m.-7 p.m.
Only for Members of Friends. 
Memberships Available at the Door!

REGULAR SALE DAYS
Thursday, Oct. 21, 9:30 a.m.-8:00 p.m. 
Friday, Oct. 22, 9:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
HALF-PRICE SALE
Saturday, Oct. 23, 9:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
$2 BAG SALE
Sunday, Oct. 24, 1:15 p.m.-4:00 p.m.
Special priced books will not be available at the Bag Sale. We will supply the bags.

PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2021 WBVO

Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd. 

OCTOBER 21-24 • THE 2021 ANNUAL

BOOK SALE

by JORDAN LADIKOS

Lake Erie Nature 
& Science Center 
has a new species 

of animal on exhibit. 
A nimble, lime-green 
predator with beady eyes 
that likes to slink about 
in trees and bushes. Yet, 
despite the exotic sound-
ing description, this is not 
a creature of the tropi-
cal jungle, but a native 
Ohio reptile known as 
the Rough Green Snake 
(Opheodrys aestivus). 

Tim Jasinski, Wildlife 
Rehabilitation Coordina-
tor at Lake Erie Nature & 
Science Center, explains 
that this snake species 
is normally found in 
southern Ohio while the 
related and visually simi-
lar Smooth Green Snake 
(Opheodrys vernalis) is 
more often found in north-
ern Ohio. However, Rough 
Green Snakes were chosen 
for this exhibit because of 
their active climbing habit 
which is perfect for the tall 
exhibit space.

“It’s a very cool spe-
cies that we’ve wanted for 
a long time,” says Jasinski. 
“They are a diurnal spe-
cies which means they’re 
active during the day. Most 
snakes are typically noc-
turnal."

For those who find 

snakes to be a little 
spooky, have no fear, 
Rough Green Snakes are 
very small and completely 
harmless. Due to their 
incredible camouflage 
and arboreal habitat, even 
seeing them is a challenge. 
Bright green scales and a 

slender body provide the 
perfect disguise for slith-
ering unnoticed through 
vegetation in pursuit of 
insects to eat.

Next time you visit 
the Center be sure to see 
how many of these stealthy 
snakes you can find in the 

exhibit. Lake Erie Nature 
& Science Center is open 
with free admission Tues-
day through Saturday from 
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Learn 
more about the Center and 
view the current schedule 
of programming at www.
lensc.org. 

New exhibit features 
tree-dwelling master 
of camouflage

LAKE ERIE NATURE & SCIENCE CENTER

Two Rough Green Snakes on exhibit at Lake Erie Nature & Science Center.
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Windows 11 
has arrived!

Microsoft's PC Health Check app will determine if your computer is 
compatible with the new Windows 11 operating system.

THE DIGITAL WORLD

   Thank You to all of our advertisers

who contribute to the Observer! 
This newspaper is offered free to the community thanks 
to the civic-minded businesses and organizations that     

support the project through advertising and distribution.
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by WILLIAM KRAUSE

According to “Bay Village: A Way of 
Life” William Krumwiede, his wife, 
Sophia, and daughter, Mary, left 

Hanover, Germany, to sail for America 
in 1847. They came directly to Cleveland 
because they had friends here. William was 
a carpenter and went to work as a ship’s 
carpenter until he could save money to 
purchase a farm on Walker Road in Dover 
Township. He built a house in the 1860s 
and it has been added to three times. The 
house still stands, along with a barn, both 
with colorful paint jobs at 31611 Walker 
Road, just east of Walker Road Park.

William and Sophie had one son, 
Louie. He stayed on to work the farm 
after his father died. He married Kate 
Quell of Cleveland in 1888 and raised 
four children. After Kate died, William 
remarried and had an additional son.

The Krumwiede brothers, William 
H. and Arthur E., became carpenters 
and builders just like their grandfather. 
Arthur also served as a councilman in 
Bay in the 1920s and a piece of firefight-
ing equipment was stored at his home on 
Foote Road at that time. He later moved 
to Lake Road in Avon Lake.

Nantucket Row and Winston Drive 
have fine examples of their work, con-
structed on portions of the Meilander 
and Aldrich farms in the 1950s and 

1960s. Other examples can be found 
on Bradley Road, West Oviatt, and even 
Ellington Road in Westlake. I and my 
wife Deb own the one on Ellington.

We purchased it in 2012 from the 
original owners, Jack and Betty Keeler, 
who had it designed and built by the 
Krumwiedes in 1952 and had them add 
on to it for them in 1962. They raised 
three children in the house and there 
is an amazing model train set-up in 
the basement and crawl space. It is a 
2,500-square-foot Cape Cod with three 
bedrooms and a bath and a half on the 
first floor and two bedrooms and a full 
bath on the second. A family room, com-
bination living and dining room, kitchen 
and laundry complete the first floor. A 
perfect arrangement for our household 
which consists of my mother-in-law, my 
wife and myself. Plenty of extra rooms 
for separate offices for my wife and I and 
even a playroom for the grandkids.

The Keelers were proud of their 
original dishwasher and a streamlined 
“Dishmatic” mounted over the sink for 
pre-washing which mystified the plumb-
ers who came to work on the house. The 
Keelers clearly loved the house and so 
have we. The Krumwiedes hired architects 
who designed very livable houses with 
on-site carpenters who built extra touches 
which give it loads of extra charm.

Dover Bay was a subdivision laid 
out in the 1920s, built out 
in the 1940s and 1950s. 
The builders took care in 
preserving as many trees 
as possible. Mr. Keeler 
apologized to me that he 
had to remove a large tree 

to build the house.
We love our home and neighbor-

hood and I have this gig too, the Dig-
ging Dover column which draws on my 
knowledge from living in Bay Village for 

17 years and serving on the Bay Planning 
Commission and in various capacities for 
the Bay Village and Westlake Historical 
Societies, and my 32 years working for 
the Westlake Planning Department and 
eight years residing in Westlake.

Then our youngest daughter and 
her husband had their third child in six 
years. They live in Chesterland. Boom, 
everything changes! We need to move, so 
our Krumwiede house at 27333 Ellington 
Road is going on the market. We need to 
be 10 minutes from these grandkids.

Maybe this is my last chance to actu-
ally own a historic house? Alas, we found a 
ranch just 10 minutes away from them in 
Gates Mills, which meets our household 
needs perfectly. White, with black shut-
ters, brick base, the Gates Mills “look.” 
It was built in 1957, the same year I was 
born. If I live to be 100 and age in place, 
I will finally have my century home! 

A watercolor of 27333 Ellington Road, painted by first owner Jack Keeler.

Front garden of 27333 Ellington Road, Westlake.

DIGGING DOVER 

Some Krumwiede homes                          
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30627 Winston Road, Westlake, an epitome of post-war 
Krumwiede home; all it needs is roses climbing on the white 
picket fence.

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

HOT DIGGITY D   G

     THREE-O-FIVE
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Three-O-Five
Animal Hospital

HOT DIGGITY D   G, INC.
Personal In-Home Pet Care
Busy Work or Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable prices for all services
• Meals, walks, medication
• Plus personal play time / special requests
• All in the surroundings of your home

25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

hotdiggitydogusa.com
440-823-9159
Visit our blog: OhioPetExpert.com

“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Owner Nancy Brown 
and Sunshine

PLEASE PROOFREAD.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type 

to stress the importance of a slow 

and steady approach. However, in 

this case, the ability to 

speed-read may prove 

modestly beneficial to 

you. Because the sooner 

you finish, the sooner 

you’ll be reminded of 

the significant value 

in starting to plan for 

retirement early. You 

see, with each tick of the second 

hand, your retirement edges 

closer. Which is why we’ve always 

believed there’s no such thing as 

planning too early. Thanks to the 

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful 

process we’ve employed 

from day one, Raymond 

James advisors have 

helped countless clients 

reach the finish line 

with the necessary 

resources to accomplish 

all the next things they 

wanted to do. It’s time 

to find out what a Raymond 

James financial advisor can do 

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting  
gratuitous, the rooster’s  

commitment to starting early  
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and  
LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY 
Vice President, Investments 

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James 
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390  //  Westlake, OH 44145 
O 440.801.1629  //  C 216.513.0933  //  F 440.801.1636  

www.bentleywealthmanagement.com  //  michael.bentley@raymondjames.com
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by LEIGH ANN SPRATT

St. Barnabas Episcopal 
Church in Bay Village 
announced this week that 

its current Priest-in-Charge, 
the Rev. Alexander D. Martin, 
has accepted a call to serve as 
Rector – a tenured position. The 
church plans a celebration of his 
new role and the tenth anniver-
sary of the church re-opening on 
Nov. 21.

“After extensive discern-
ment, the vestry was thrilled to 
call Fr. Alex to be our Rector. In 
the last three years, he has led us 
to significant growth, guided us 
through the chaos of 2020, and 
been an excellent spiritual leader 

for our growing parish,” said 
Maryann Kuzila, Senior Warden 
of the St. Barnabas Vestry, an 
elected leadership team.

Fr. Alex has established the 
core building blocks to help St. 
Barnabas move from being a 
smaller, pastor-led church, to 
a larger, program-led church. 
For example, he has created the 
structure and identified leaders 
of various committees that pro-
vide consistent programming, 
from Spiritual Formation to 
Care to Hospitality. He has also 
expanded the staff to include 
a Youth and Children Director 
and a Communications Direc-
tor. Our Sunday School atten-
dance, in particular, has grown 

substantially.
He has also established ini-

tiatives to preserve the long-term 
health of the church, including 
an endowment fund, while 
increasing our local support of 

those in need through partner-
ships with the Episcopal Church 
of the Redeemer in Lorain and 
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in 
Cleveland. He has also overseen 
a transformation of our build-
ing and grounds, resolving key 
structural issues, remodeling 
Parkside Hall, upgrading to a 
commercial-grade kitchen, and 
renovating the pipe organ.

He is also an elected 
member of the Standing Com-
mittee of the Diocese of Ohio, 
one of the governing bodies that 
serves as the Bishop’s Council of 
Advice.

“Accepting the call to serve 
as Rector of St. Barnabas was an 
easy decision. I love this church 
and this town, and am so excit-
ed to be a part of what God is 
doing with our community in 
Bay Village. I truly believe that 
what we offer people – a place 

where ancient worship, modern 
thinking, and radical inclusion 
are part of everything we do – 
is exactly what the west side of 
Cleveland needs right now,” said 
Fr. Alex Martin.

Prior to St. Barnabas, he was 
the Associate Priest at St. Timo-
thy's Episcopal Church in Ander-
son Township, Ohio (suburban 
Cincinnati) of the Southern 
Diocese of Ohio. He has a Bach-
elor of Arts in History from The 
Ohio State University (where he 
played the marching band and 
dotted the “i” in Script Ohio) and 
a Master of Divinity from The 
General Theological Seminary 
of the Episcopal Church in New 
York City, where he serves as a 
member of the Alumni Executive 
Committee. A native of Jefferson 
(Ashtabula County), he lives in 
Bay Village with his husband, 
Rob, and church dog, Maggie. 

St. Barnabas announces new rector
FAITH & SPIRITUALITY

Fr. Alex Martin

Westlake Animal Control Officer Jim Wang brings a baby 
pigeon that he found in a Crocker Park garage to the 
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center.

Animal rescue

Becky Miller and the girls of BSA Troop 40 in Bay Village helped volunteers from the 
Bay Village Green Team collect material for shredding and recycling at the city’s annual 
shredding day on Oct. 9. 

Shredding Day

The citizen-powered newspaper

Share Your News, Photos & Community Events

Join with 1,200+ community members of all ages who have shared their stories, photos 
and community events in our community’s favorite newspaper and website.

The Observer is open to all Bay Village and Westlake residents who want to participate 
in sharing positive news. It’s fun, easy and free to become an Observer. Visit our website 
at wbvobserver.com and click on Member Center to sign up and be a part of this growing 

community project! 
Questions? Email staff@wbvobserver.com 
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by ELAINE WILLIS

Following is Westlake Porter Public Library’s 
late October calendar of events. All pro-
grams are subject to change. Please check 
westlakelibrary.org or follow the library on 
Facebook and Twitter (@WestlakePorter) for 
the latest updates.

Wednesday, Oct. 20 (10 a.m.-noon) 
Combating Food Insecurity: Fundrais-
ing for Nonprofits (Live) – In collabora-
tion with Candid we’ll explore fundraising 
and programmatic efforts to reduce food 
insecurity and hunger in Northeast Ohio. 
Join local nonprofit leaders for a conver-
sation about how their organizations are 
working to improve access to healthy food 
in the communities they serve. Panelists 
will also discuss the challenges and suc-
cesses of managing and funding their pro-
grams and services during the pandemic. 
Please register. Zoom instructions will be 
sent by email.

Wednesday, Oct. 20 (2-3 p.m.) 
Wednesday Book Discussion – This 
month’s title is "The Doll Factory" by 
Elizabeth Macneal. A limited number 
of books are available at the Circulation 
Desk. Please register.

Wednesday, Oct. 20 (4-5 p.m.) Fall 
Teen Writers Workshop (Live) – A 
twice-a-month meet up for writers in 
grades 7-12. We’ll be prepping for Nation-
al Novel Writing Month (NaNoWriMo) 
in November. Hit the ground running 
by getting organized and brainstorm-
ing within a supportive group of young 
writers. We’ll also share tips and tricks to 

maintaining a productive writing envi-
ronment. Please register. Participants 
must provide an email address to receive 
Zoom instructions.

Wednesday, Oct. 20 (8-9 p.m.) Dis-
covery Box Survey Sign-Up – Teens 
in grades 7-12: You’ll receive a survey to 
fill out, and we’ll use your responses to 
create a custom Discovery Box! Register 
Oct. 20-27. Pick up your box on Nov. 3 
between 9 a.m. and 9 p.m.

Thursday, Oct. 21 (9 a.m.-9 p.m.) to 
Sunday, Oct. 24 (1-5 p.m.) Send Your 
Friend to a Sleepover Party! – Drop 
off your favorite stuffed friend or doll for 
a library sleepover! We will show your 
stuffed animal what a sleepover is all 
about. Then you can take them with you 
when you need some confidence! Stuffed 
friends can be dropped off at the Youth 
Services desk during library hours on Oct. 
21 and picked up on Oct. 24. Ages 3-7. 
Please register.

Thursday, Oct. 21 (10-11:30 a.m.) 
Excel 1: Introduction – Practice entering 
and formatting text and numbers within 
cells. Insert, delete, and modify columns 
and rows. Begin working with basic for-
mulas. Class is in person. Capacity is lim-
ited. Software version is Excel 2019.

Thursday, Oct. 21 (4-4:45 p.m.) 
Ready, Set, Kindergarten! – Children 
ages 4 and 5 are invited to rotate through 
skill stations in preparation for making 
the leap into Kindergarten. Please register.

Fridays, Oct. 22 and 29 (9:30-10 a.m.) 
Yoga with Miss Jen! – Calm your body, 
mind and spirit in this yoga class taught 

by Miss Jen, certified yoga instructor! Wear 
comfy clothes and bring your own mat or 
towel. Ages 2-6. Registration begins one 
week before each session.

Friday, Oct. 22 (4-4:45 p.m.) Fun 
Science Friday: Creepy Critters – Let’s 
explore some creepy critters like spi-
ders and bats. Discoveries will be made 
through hands-on experiments, active 
participation, and a simple take-home 
project. Ages 4-6, through kindergarten. 
Please register.

Saturday, Oct. 23 (11-11:30 a.m.) 
Adapted Storytime – Join us for this 
storytime designed for children who may 
not be successful in a typical storytime. 
Content is geared toward ages 3-7 years. 
Please register.

Monday, Oct. 25 (9 a.m.-9 p.m.) 
Crafty Adults Supply Pick-Up – Make 
a craft project with this simple pick-up 
kit. For adults with developmental or 
intellectual disabilities. No previous craft 
experience necessary. Glue, scissors and 
markers will not be included. All other 
materials are supplied. Please register and 
pick up in the youth services area.

Monday, Oct. 25 (6-7 p.m.) or Sat-
urday, Oct. 30 (2-3 p.m. or 4-5 p.m.) 
Westlake PTA Reflections Creation 
Session – Work on your Reflections Art 
Competition piece during this session! 
Art supplies will be available. Grades K-12. 
Please register.

Tuesday, Oct. 26 (4-4:45 p.m.) Porter 
Pumpkin Patch – We will listen to a story 
and spend some time decorating pump-
kins together. For children with special 
needs. Ages 3-7. Please register.

Wednesday, Oct. 27 (6:30-10 p.m.) 
Indoor Movie Night – Join us for a family-
friendly movie! Call for the title. Please 
register.

Wednesday, Oct. 27 (7-8 p.m.) Adult 

Creative Writing Group – Join us in 
person for an hour of creative writing 
prompts to inspire you to start and keep 
writing. This meeting will include exer-
cises inspired by autumn. Registration 
begins Oct. 20. Please provide an email 
address when registering.

Thursday, Oct. 28 (noon-1 p.m.) 
Osteoporosis (Live) – Join us on Zoom 
for a presentation by Dr. Maria Antonelli 
from MetroHealth. Registration with a 
valid email address is required.

Thursday, Oct. 28 (3-4 p.m.) Diabetes 
(Live) – Join us on Zoom for a presenta-
tion by Dr. Jorge Calles from MetroHealth. 
Registration with a valid email address is 
required.

Thursday, Oct. 28 (3:30-4:30 p.m.) 
Roblox Arcade (Live) – Join us in the 
Roblox Arcade! We have some private 
servers set up for Tweens in grades 4-6 
to hang out with their friends and enjoy 
some of the most popular games via 
Zoom. Please register.

Thursday, Oct. 28 (6:30-7:30 p.m.) 
Chair Yoga – Join certified yoga instructor 
Jen Nebraska for a session of chair yoga. 
Chair yoga is a gentle form of yoga done 
sitting and still gaining the benefits that 
yoga has to offer such as: increased flex-
ibility, mood booster, strength enhance-
ment and stress reduction. The class also 
incorporates breathing techniques and 
mindful meditation. It is a great way to 
exercise your mind and body. Masks are 
required. Please register.

Saturday, Oct. 30 (4-5:15 p.m.) 
STEAM Maker Lab: Insight from Mars 
– Mars Base Camp 4-H Stem Challenge: 
Introductory coding activity with Scratch. 
Grades 3-5. Registration begins Oct. 23.

To register for any of the programs, 
visit westlakelibrary.org/events. 

Westlake Porter Public Library’s       
late October calendar of events

This is the third in a multi-part 
series detailing the crazy adventures of 
a Bay Village homeowner faced with a 
serpentine crisis.

by KEVIN DAVEY

Previously on “Bay Village snake 
hunters: Basement Edition," I had 
captured six baby Northern Water 

Snakes in my basement over the course 
of several days. 

That total is now seven snakes, and I'll 
get to that in a bit. Hopefully, for my fam-
ily's mental health, this is the series finale.

First, I'd like to back up a bit, because 
most new readers (scratch that, probably 
ALL readers) are probably wondering at 
this point: “How did this mouth-breath-
ing village idiot allow seven snakes in his 
house in less than a week?"

I know I'd be asking that question, but 
in my defense, the whole situation just sort 
of slithered up on me (blatant attempt at 
snake humor).

I guess my attitude toward all this can 
be summed up in the initial snake encoun-
ter on Aug. 31:
• Blood curdling scream #1 in basement 

from my wife, Amy. Me: "She must 
have found a spider."

• Scream #2. Me, safely sitting upstairs: 
"Ok, maybe a mouse."

• Scream #3. Me: "Hmmm, live mouse? 
Rat?"

• Screams #4, 5 and 6. Me, still sitting: 
"Wow, she is really a good screamer."

• Scream #7. Me: "Oh, maybe I should 
go check it out."

A good husband would have flown 
down the stairs to the basement after 
scream #1, definitely by scream #5. I guess 
I'm kind of lame that way.

Anyway, I think I made up for it by 
catching many, many snakes, and even 
touching a few with my bare hands (I am 
a city boy, for sure)!

So, onto the story of number 7 ...
After seeing snake tracks in the flour 

and finding #6 (my kids and I stopped 
naming them after "Bitey" – #4, or was 
that #3?), I waited until late in the day to 
re-dust the floor with flour, and plug some 
possible access points.

I decided to check the minnow trap 
I had baited with snake food and guess 
what? I caught one in the trap! The trap 
actually worked (that is a good thing, 
right?). Apparently, the smell of cooked 
salmon was too much to resist. Snake #7 
was the biggest one yet, though, which 
scared me. Time for drastic measures!

I started guess-
ing (seriously? Like I 
haven't been guessing 
all along?) that these 
snakes were coming up 
from the sump pump, 
or from a grated floor 
drain. So, I covered the 
drain completely (and 
put a big rock on top for 
good measure), and I 
sealed all the openings 
around the sump pump 
pipes. Sprinkled lots of 
flour over both.

My working theory 
is the sewer drain or 
sump pump was the 
point of entry, and 
mama snake was never 
in the basement, but the 
babies found their way 
out of those pipes and 
into my basement.

This latest theory 
is a bit disconcert-
ing, because I've lived 
most of my adult life 
with sump pumps and basement drains, 
never imagining that snakes could actu-
ally emerge from them to wreak havoc! 
My new life rule is snakes could slither 
out from anywhere I can stick a pencil. 
That turns out to be a pretty disturbing 
rule. Not good.

If another snake gets in now, all my 
theories are shot to heck, and I go to the 
backup plan (lots of fire). I kind of hope 
that wraps things up, but I am keeping the 

flour on the floor for another week (partly 
because I have not figured out how to 
vacuum it up without it blowing all over 
the basement).

And of course, all snakes involved 
in this drama have been safely released 
– closer to your house than you probably 
would like.

Tune in next issue for the dramatic 
conclusion of this epic saga, when mama 
snake makes her cameo. 

Bay Village snake hunters: 
Basement edition, Part 3
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A minnow trap baited with cooked salmon lured 
Snake #7.
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Bay Village City Council forum
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Scott Dwyer Amy Huntley Dave Jones Patrick Mosier Scott Schulz Andrey Stojic John Taylor

Ward 2 candidates

Ward 3 candidates

Lydia DeGeorge Jim Strunk

Mike Greco Gary Sharp

Bay Village School Board of Education forum

ELECTION FORUMS FOR WESTLAKE AND BAY VILLAGE

Janice Patterson from the Westlake-North Olmsted chapter of the League of Women Voters moderates the Oct. 6 forum for the Bay Village Board of 
Education candidates, pictured below. Nearly 600 voters attended in person or watched on YouTube. Videos of the school board and city council forums are 
available at tinyurl.com/BayLWV until Election Day. The Bay Village Voter Guide can be downloaded at wbvobserver.com.

Westlake City Council Zoom forum

Cynthia White, chair of the Bay Village League of Women Voters, introduces candidates at the Oct. 11 city 
council forum. Seated from left are unopposed candidates David Tadych, Ward 1; Peter Winzig, Ward 4; Mayor 
Paul Koomar; Sara Byrnes Maier, Council-at-large. At the table are candidates in contested races for wards 2 
and 3, pictured at right.

The Westlake-North Olmsted League of Women Voters hosted a forum on Zoom for candidates running in 
the contested races in wards 2 and 4. Pictured, from left: Nate Cross, Ward 2; Nick Nunnari, Ward 2; Jennifer 
Meyer, Ward 4; Michael O'Donnell, Ward 4. A link to the video is available at lwvgreatercleveland.org.

Volunteers Jennie Koomar and Andy Eckel 
make sure the candidates stay within the 
allotted speaking time during the Bay Village 
forums.
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I’d like to help support the Observer!
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 Check this box if you do not want your name included in a list of donors.

Donation Amount: 

COMMUNITY EVENTS Post your group’s free community events online at wbvobserver.com
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readers who have 
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keep the Observer’s 
presses rolling and to 
support a free press.
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Thank you to our 
kind readers who 

have donated to help 
keep the Observer’s 

presses rolling and to 
support a free press.

 $5         $10         $25         $50         Other: $

Please make checks payable to WBV Observer and
 MAIL TO: 451 Queenswood Drive, Bay Village, OH 44140

The Observer is an independent, community owned publication. Please note that charitable contributions 
are gratefully accepted but not tax-deductible. For questions about donating or more information on how to 
get involved, contact publishers Denny Wendell or Tara Wendell at 440-409-0114, staff@wbvobserver.com.

Since 2009 the Observer has strived to fulfill our founding 
mission – to strengthen our community by informing and engaging 
Westlake and Bay Village residents. 

Times are tough, and the pandemic has presented an added 
challenge at a time when emotional connection and togetherness 
matter so much.

Please help us continue to provide a free medium where the 
community can share news, share stories and share laughs.

If you’d like to keep the Observer serving the community, please 
send a cash or check donation along with the form below. Donations 
may also be made by credit card at wbvobserver.com. All supporters 
will be recognized in future editions of the Observer.

We need your help

13.20

Thursday, Oct. 21, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
BROWN BAG LUNCH SERIES: FUEL THE MIND 
& IMAGINATION
Join the staff of the Carolyn L. Farrell 
Foundation for Brain Health with a series of 
arts enrichment sessions. The Oct. 21 session 
is Visual Art. Participate in a success-oriented 
hands-on art experience exploring your creative 
side using a variety of materials. Registration 
required: 440-871-6885. Please bring a brown 
bag lunch. 
West Shore YMCA,1575 Columbia Rd., Westlake

Monday, Oct. 25, 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
DAZZLING DAYLILIES
Presenter Cynthia Druckenbrod and her 
husband cultivate daylilies in their Chagrin 
Valley Lily Green Gardens. We will learn the 
right conditions that give lilies their versatile 
and vigorous reputation. Due to COVID rules, 

meetings are limited to members only. It is 
easy to become a member and enjoy the 
company of others who are interested in 
nature and plants. Contact Sharen at 440-871-
9098 or rjsvec@sbcglobal.net. Learn more at 
bayvillagegardenclub.com.
Bay United Methodist Church, 29931 Lake Rd.

Tuesday, Oct. 26, 11:25 a.m.-1 p.m.
SECRETS OF THE 'BLUE ZONES'
Finding out your “why” can add years to your 
life, as well as improve the quality of your life. 
Longevity researchers have determined that 
people who live their purpose can add up to 
seven quality years to their lives. This Lunch & 
Learn is based on the NYT Bestseller by Dan 
Buettner, National Geographic Fellow. Free 
& open to the public. Lunch will be provided. 
Registration required: 440-871-6885.
West Shore YMCA,1575 Columbia Rd., Westlake

Wednesday, Oct. 27, 5-6 p.m.
WALK FOR AMY MIHALJEVIC 
The event will be a 1-mile walk starting at Bay 
Middle School to remember and honor Amy 
Mihaljevic. More information at walkforamy.org.
Bay Middle School, 27725 Wolf Rd.

Saturday, Oct. 30, noon-2 p.m.
BOO VILLAGE
March starts at Key Bank. Bay Village Auxiliary 
Police will escort children & parents along the 
route where children can trick-or-treat at Bay 
Square, Dover Center Road merchants, and the 
Knickerbocker Apartments.
Bay Square Shopping Plaza

Saturday, Oct. 30, 4:30 p.m.
FREE GRAB 'N' GO MEAL
Please come to our rear door to grab a great meal! 
We wear our masks and gloves. Hosted by Church 

of the Redeemer, Westlake and Clague Road 
Church.
Clague Road UCC, 3650 Clague Rd., North 
Olmsted

Saturday, Oct. 30, 7-8:30 p.m.
TRUENORTH FALL CONCERT
The TrueNorth Chorale and Chamber Orchestra 
will perform a free concert, with a love offering 
being taken. Doors open at 6:30 p.m.
Bay Presbyterian Church, 25415 Lake Rd.

Sunday, Oct. 31, 6-8 p.m.
HALLOWEEN TRICK-OR-TREATING HOURS

Tuesday, Nov. 2, 6:30 a.m.-7:30 p.m.
ELECTION DAY

by WALTER TOPP

A proposed change to the city’s 
zoning code to permit mixed-use 
developments in designated com-

mercial districts drew a standing-room 
crowd of more than 50 residents to Bay 
Village Council Chambers on 
Oct. 5.

City officials conducted 
the informational meeting to 
answer questions about Issue 
2, which will appear on the 
Nov. 2 ballot in Bay Village. The 
issue will ask voters to approve 
changes to the city’s zoning code 
to allow projects that combine 
commercial space and housing.

Jason Russell, of Concord 
Consulting who is working 
with the city on the proposal, 
explained that the proposed 
changes – referred to as an 
overlay – provide an option for 
current property owners and/or 

developers to create mixed-use projects 
that combine commercial and residen-
tial uses on the same parcel. Such devel-
opments, which are gaining in popularity 
in Ohio and elsewhere, are not permitted 
under Bay’s current zoning.

Russell said that the proposal – 

which has been discussed since 2019 – is 
intended to “create tools that will enable 
property owners to improve their spaces” 
and support the city’s "Stay in Bay" effort.

America’s retail industry is undergo-
ing wrenching changes, said Russell, as 
it adapts to the increasing popularity of 
online shopping; greater awareness of 
the social and environmental costs of 
sprawling, single-use development; and 
by Americans’ growing preference for 
nearby shopping and dining. 

by JENNIFER HARTZELL

There was an article in the New 
York Times last week titled “The 
Most Important Global Meet-

ing You’ve Probably Never Heard Of Is 
Now.” No, Catrin Einhorn, the reporter, 

was not referring to the climate summit 
that will be occurring later this month in 
Glasgow. She was referring to an inter-
national environmental meeting hap-
pening last week in China to problem 
solve the global crisis of a rapid collapse 
of species and systems.

Everyone has heard of the climate 
crisis and solving that problem is criti-
cal to our existence. However, the earth’s 
biodiversity crisis is equally important 
and a topic that receives far less atten-
tion. Brian O’Donnell, director of the 
Campaign for Nature, says focusing on 
only climate change and ignoring biodi-
versity loss is “(the) equivalent of having 
a flat tire and a dead battery in your car 
at the same time. You’re still stuck if you 
only fix one.”

As with all my columns, I’m going to 
try to break down this issue for you in a 
relatable way, and let you know how you 
as an individual can help!

Over the past century, urbaniza-
tion has occurred in the United States: 
54% of the land in the lower 48 states 
is made up of cities and suburbs, and 
41% is made up of agriculture. We, 
as humans, have taken over 95% of 
nature. Lawns and exotic ornamental 
plants have taken over ecologically 
productive land. Lawns cover over 40 
million acres in the United States, and 
over 3,400 species of alien plants have 
invaded 100 million acres, and that is 
expected to double in five years. Fur-
thermore, since 1990, we have lost at 
least 20 percent of the average amount 
of native species in most environments 
worldwide. Climate change also drives 
biodiversity loss. 
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Biodiversity: Critically 
important to our survival

An Eastern Phoebe at Huntington Reservation.
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by JANICE PATTERSON

Election Day is near – Tuesday, 
Nov. 2. Here’s a checklist for 
making sure you are ready to 

vote:
 It’s too late to register or to change 
your name and address, so put a 
reminder on your phone or calendar 
to do these tasks early in the new year.
 Decide whether you will vote by mail 
or in person.
 If you are going to vote by mail, apply 
for a ballot NOW. (Go to Cuyahoga 
County Board of Elections website for 
the application form: boe.cuyahoga-
county.gov. Fill out the form and mail 
it back right away.)
 Buy TWO 58-cent stamps: one to 
use to mail back your application and 
the other one to use to mail back your 
completed ballot.
 If you want to vote in person, decide 
whether you will vote at your local poll-
ing place on Election Day or whether 
you will vote early at the Board of Elec-
tions office, 2925 Euclid Ave., Cleveland.  
 Find the early voting schedule at the 
Cuyahoga County Board of Elections 
website: boe.cuyahogacounty.gov.
 Look up information about the 
candidates for school board and city 
council at vote411.org, the national 
voter information site of the League of 
Women Voters.
 Read candidate bios and answers 
to questions in the Oct. 5, 2021, issue 
of the Observer, available online at 
wbvobserver.com.
 Check to see if your mail-in ballot 
request has been received: VoteOhio.
gov/track.
 Complete your mail-in ballot, stamp 
it and put it in the mail. (It must be post-
marked no later than Nov. 1, the day 
BEFORE election day. )

                         Or
 Complete your mail-in ballot 
and deliver it to the Board of Elec-
tions drop box at 2925 Euclid Ave., 
Cleveland, no later than 7:30 p.m. 
on Election Day. (A near relative may 
deliver this to the Board of Elections 
office on your behalf, but the list of 
approved relatives does not include a 
cousin or a son- or daughter-in-law. 
See list at boe.cuyahogacounty.gov.) 

Checklist for 
Nov. 2 voting

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
THE GREEN REPORT

Proposed zoning changes 
spark discussion in Bay Village

Jason Russell of Concord Consulting, right, answers questions about Issue 2.
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